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SECRET STATE 308864 

EXDIS, MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PFOR. SN, US 

SUBJECT: P-3 FLIGHTS THROUGH SINGAPORE 

REF: A. SINGAPORE 5521; B. STATE 276094; C. STATE 184189. 

1 . WE ARE CONCERNED BY DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER GOH'S 
CONTINUING TENDENCY TO HARK BACK TO THE COST OF LAST 
SPRING S COUNTERINSURGENCY COURSE AND HIS LINKING OF THE 
ISSUE WITH THE STAGING OF P-3S THROUGH SINGAPORE. WE HAD 
EXPECTED THAT THE ISSUE WOULD BE LARGELY LAID TO REST BY 
OUR SUBSEQUENT MOVES TO HELP THE GOS WITH VARIOUS OF ITS 
SECURITY PROBLEMS, MOST ESPECIALLY OUR OFFER TO SELL THE 
TWO C-130S AT A COST FAR BELOW THE COST OF THE NEW AIRCRAFT 
AND AT A SAVINGS TO THE GOS MANY TIMES GREATER THAN THE 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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"EXCESSIVE" COST OF THE COUNTERINSURGENCY COURSE. WE FEEL 
THAT GOH'S PENCHANT FOR RESURRECTING THE ISSUE IS REACHING 
THE POINT OF BECOMING SOMEWHAT COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 

2. WE HAVE NOTED YOUR COMMENTS REGARDING GOH'S POSSIBLE 
MOTIVE IN CONTINUING TO HARP ON THIS ISSUE (PARA 5, REF A). 
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IN THIS CONNECTION, WE WONDER HOW MUCH GOH ACTUALLY IS 
REFLECTING PRIME MINISTER LEE'S VIEWS AND HOW MUCH HE MAY 
BE PROJECTING HIS OWN CONCERNS AS DEFENSE MINISTER IN 
MEETING THE PROBLEM OF FINANCING SINGAPORE’S INTENDED 
MILITARY PROCUREMENT. WE THEREFORE HOPE YOU CAN FIND A 
SUITABLE OPPORTUNITY TO SOUND OUT LEE HIMSELF ON HIS 
CURRENT THINKING WITH REGARD TO P-3 STAGING. IF HE DOES, 

IN FACT, INTEND TO SEEK QUID PRO QUO IN FORM OF CONCES- 
SIONAL ARMS PURCHASES, THIS WOULD PRESENT A REAL PROBLEM 
GIVEN SINGAPORE'S RELATIVE AFFLUENCE. IF LEE WERE TO 
RAISE HIS CONGRESSIONAL CONCERNS, YOU SHOULD MENTION OUR 
THOUGHTS REGARDING HIS SCENARIO FOR CONGRESSIONAL ENDORSE- 
MENT OF P-3 TRANSIT ARRANGEMENTS AS SET FORTH LAST 
SENTENCE PARA 2, REF B. 

KISSINGER 
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